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Hun ve to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 


seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find asman, if*there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN NEW Iithe first and fourth numbers of the 
ORLEANS. Reformer, 1820. 
« By a letter recently received from ps 


hew Orleans,” says the Religious [From the Ontario (N.¥.) Repository.] 
Chronicle, *¢ we learn that the sp:ritual 
condition of that city is more deplora- 
ble than ever. ‘The state of the 
Presbyterian Society is truly disheart- 
ening --congregation small, and grow- 
ing less—no harmony—no communion 
seasons,’ ”’ &c. &c. 


The Bible Society of Cayuga coun- 
ty recently took measures to ascertain 
the number of families in said county 
who were destitute of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. In a late notice given by the 
Society, in the public prints, it is sta- 
ted that “it is quite clearly ascertain- 

From the great parade made by the |} ed that more than a thousand families 
Presbyterians at the time of laying the || jn this county are destitute of the Bi- 
eorner stone of their grand mveting-|| ble, and without the means of procu- 
house at New Orleans, and the expense ring it; ana that another thousand are 
of the building, no other results than |} destitute who would be willing to pure 
such as have taken place, could be rea-|| chase the Bible at cost, if it could be 
sonably anticipated. Involved in debt brought within their reach.”” We will 
by their extravagance, the Presbyterian || not undertake to doubt the above state- 
congregation at one time expected the} ment, except in oue particular, viz. we 
stage players would get possession of || cannot believe there are one thousand 
their house of worship and convert it || families in that, or any other county in 
into a theatre. To prevent this sad re-}! this State, so poor as to be unable to 
verse, the Legislature were applied to purchase a Bible, which can be had of 


for relief, and clergymen went forth any of the booksellers for 75 cents. 
preaching charity sermons and making 


collections. One visited this city on|| __ [Many of the papers in the State of 
such an errand, and preached and re- New York make very severe reflections 
ceived contributions. How much was || 0", the statement given by th e above 
obtained, or what became of the money Bible Society, and ae it “ truly 
collected, is not known; but sometime humiliating and degradting to the coun- 
afterwards the meeting-house, which it i Say s the Editor of the Cayuga 
is said cost upwards of 40,000 dollars, Patriot, | 
was sold at sheriff’s sale for about More than two thousand destitute 
20,000. It was purchased by a Jew,|| of the Bible! We must treat this 
who, notwithstanding his heretical |] subject lightly. We have a personal 
faith, has allowed the congregation] respect for most of the gentlemen en- 
ever since to occupy it as their place|} gaged in the Society. Nevertheless, 
ef worship. we do not believe the statement, be- 
Such is the termination of the farce |} cause we do not know where to look 
acted at New Orleans, and which was|| for so great a deficiency of Bibles. 
headed by a young man from a theolo-|} Take the poorest street in this village 
gical seminary, with a salary of 4000)| or the poorest neighbourhood ia the 


— per annum. For particulars, see!! county, and we venture to say one will 
Jou. VII. 5 
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tind no such deficiency as Ss dliedl We 


wist 


e || The merchant, a pious man, seemed 
1 to see the Bible generally circu |! quite astonished 
i 
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The cle ‘rgyman said 


ied: but we wish to see no decep- || it was a notorious falsehood The mer- 
tions, no “ pious frauds,” practised on | chant’s daughter, who had been reli. 
community. | giously educated and was of a serious 

P. S. A magistrate of this town | disposition, replied in the utmost sim. 


informs us, that in attending at the | 
houses of paupers, in which cases it was 


necessary to administer an oath, he has | 


seldom found an instance where there 
was not a Bible in the f family. How 


does this fact tally with the ¢qwo thou- | 


sand families that are destitute ? ; 





From the Boston Recorder & Telegraph 
of March 24.] 

Messrs. Editors—As the circulation 
of fiction in the same style with truth, 
especially when they both proceed from 
the same fountain, tends to the dispar- 
agement of the latter, I have been long 
pamed, in common with many others, 
on account of the publication of ficti- 
tious Tracts. Would not the excision 
from the list, of such as are merely fic- 
titious, be an improvement? And could 
such an amendment produce any harm, 


or give any one,just cause of offence ? |, 


Truly I think not. But such a mea- 
sure, I know, would be hailed by very 
many with the most lively satisfaction | 

Now there are in the United States 


plicity, “I suppose a great many of 
them are so.”’ This sentiment, though 
erroneous as it respects the proportion 
of those Tracts which are fictitious, is 
yet the sentiment of thousands and 
tens of thousands, if not of millions, 
‘Truth needs not a temporary or ficti. 
eT support. 


{The foregoing admissions are remark 
cable, when we take into consideration the 
source from whence they have emanated, 
and the channel by which they are con 
veyed to the public. ] 

Since the above was in type, we find 
that a writer in a subsequent number 
of the Recorder &F Telegraph, has come 
forward in defence of fictitious Tracts 
and narratives for promoting the cause 
of religion. His communication is head- 
ed, ** On fictitious narr: atives employed to 
‘convey religious instruction.” he first 
paragraph reads thus: 








“Every benevolent man who loves 
the religion of Jesus Christ, will desire 
that its grand principles may be com- 





several denominations, particularly one | 
derived from the established church of | 


municat:d to all his uninstructed and 


uvenhghtened brethren. Of this class 


Scotland, which declare without scru- | of ignorant men, blind to the glory of 


ple concerning ‘Tracts, that “they are 
all ies.”’? ‘Thus it happens that truth 
itself suffers for no other reason but 
that of being found in bad company. 
There are a multitude of facts which 


have come to the writer’s knowledge, 


which show in the strongest light that 
truth and fiction ougtit not to be blend-. 
ed in religious narrative. I will men- 
tion one which came under my own) 
observation. A Presbytenan clergy- 
man coming into the parlour of a re- 
spectable merchant in one of our inland 
cities, presently beyan to look over a 
number of Tracts, and 
soon found one which he deliberately 


ui asiderable 


the gospel, there are may even in 
\christian countries; men who cannot 
be drawn to the house of God to listen 
to the words of the preacher, who will 
not read the Bible, and who are re- 
pelled by every thing in the form of a 
sermon Yet these men may be at- 
tracted by an interesting religious nar- 

rative, ike the She pherd of Salisbury 
Piain, or the Dairyman’s Daughter, 


‘There then it is admitted that the 


‘ Dairyman’s Daughter’ ts a fictitious 
narrative;} and in reading it may be 


instructed in religion, aud through the 


grace and blessing ot God may be 


saved ,—saved in this way, when, it 


ture to picces before the company.: would seem, they would not have been 
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aved in any other way ;—when, in all 
probability, without such a narrative, 
shey would have remained ignorant of 
truth, and hostile to goodness. Here || 
then is an undeniable and immense be- 
nefit, resulting from such a [fictitious] | 
narrative, its instructions having been | 
accompanied by the spirit of God. Is 1 
not this result a sufficient answer to all | 
objections, which may be made to the || 
employment of this method of convey- 
ing religious truth 2” 


So then our country is to be inunda- 
ted by fictitious narratives in the name 
of Tracts, sent forth by innumerable 
Tract Societies, under pretence of con- 
veying religious truth and saving the 
souls of men. 


[From the New York Telescope. } 


Give us money or our Bible and Missiona- 
rv, Education and Tract Societies, must 
soon be abandoned and die. 


[From the New York Observer.} 
Messrs. Editors,;—What must be 


done? The United Foreign Missiona- | 
ry Society, the United Domestic Mis- | 
sionary Society, and the American 
Tract Society, at this moment need at 
least ten thousand doilars each, to ena- 
ble them to meet the responsibilities 
which the Christian public have war- 
ranted them to assume. 

The Lord has put this money into 
the hands of his people, and were they 
disposed, it might all be raised in a 
single day. And no doubt a much) 
larger sum would be raised even in this | 
city, if every christian felt as that man | 
ina neighbouring state did, who, after | 
having obligated himself to pay 1000 
dollars to the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, mount- 
ed his horse and rode more than fifty 











! 


It were so with every christian 





miles to pay an additional sum of 450) 
dollars. That man, though he lived 
and died in obscurity, and never pos-| 
sessed at one time more than 5000 dol- 








this hght. 


pel. When he heard the call of his 
Saviour, [for mo -y ] he did not wait 
to hear it repeate@§by men, but know- 
ing his master’s will, he immediately 
perfo:med it. Happy for our worid if 
Then 
would the money which is expended 
by these societies in collecting funds 
be otherwise appropriated, and the men 
who are employed in this laborious aud 


thankless service, might litt up their 


voices and proclaim the gospel on hea- 
then ground. 

But this service must be performed 
or these societies must die; and they 
must meet the expense so long as men 
refuse to come and dring their offerings 
to the Lord, [viz. their noney.] The 
present state of benevolent feeling in 
our country is such, that if there were 
no special exertions made to keep it 
alive, and to increase it, it would soon 
become extinct; our Bible, Missionary, 
Education, and ‘T'ract Societies must 
soon be abandoned. And what chris- 
tian could endure the thought of see- 
ing these institutions, which are the 
glory of our country—the safeguard 


‘of our civil and religious rights aban- 


doned? [for want of money ]—lInsti- 
tutions which bear the impress of hea- 
ven, and whose great object is to guide 
imen to that holy place—an object 
which the reason and conscience of 
every man approves, [an absolute false- 
hood ]—an object, the full importance 
of which we can never ascertain. With 
this object before us, and fixing our 
eye upon the last command of our Sa- 
viour, we repeat the question, What 
must be done? 


Remarks by the Editor of the Telescope. 
The above language is really shock. 


ing and blasphemous, and we are con- 
strained to believe that every honest 
and reflecting person will view it in 
Money is substituted in 


lars, seemed to have some very correct |!the place of Jesus Christ, and relied 
ideas of the proper manner of replen- || upon as the principal or only means of 
hing the treasuries of those societies || spreading his Gospel. The principles 
which are designed to spread the Gus-'lof Simon Magus were never more con- 
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spicuously displayed than in the above! 
¢ ; - 5 
article, and it is a reproach to the wri- 


ter, as well as the editors for publish-|| 


ing it. | 

We challenge any person to bring, 
forward proof from the New Testa-! 
ment to warrant or support this beg-' 
ging system. It cannot be done: it is| 
in direct opposition to the very letter ' 
and spirit of christianity. Christ and | 
his apostles so far from pleading in} 
such language for money, absolutely | 
forbid it; and this was done that his 
kingdom (which he says is not of this 
wold) might be established by his: 
spirit alone, without the least depend-| 
ance upon gold or silver, or any thing, 
of an earthly nature | 

The advocates for these unscriptural 
and popular schemes now find it neces- | 
sary to make the most fervent appeals, 
to the public to keep their cause from’ 
sinking. Ludeed they openly declare, | 
that if people will not give them money 
these iustitutions must sink and die. | 

This ts a plain, positive, and unde-| 
niable proot, that they are not founded | 


by God; if they were agreeably to his || 


word, the gates of hell could never pre-| 
vail against them. But it is very true| 
as asserted, that if the public would res! 
fuse to lend them ard, and would anal 
give them a single dollar, their reat 
tion, which is built upon the sand, | 
would tumble to ruin, and sink into! 
oblivion, as one day will most assured- | 
ly take place. 
For the Reformer. 

A TIRED AND LEARNED MINISTRY. 


Any one who admits or acknow-| 
ledges that a hireling priest is endued 
with spiritual gifts for the ministry, | 
must also admit that the gift of God! 
may be purchased with money. It 1s 
true that this practice of hiring a priest 
has been so long cherished, and sanc- 
tioned by time and usage, that its cor- 
rectness is not much questioned; and a 
clergyman receives his stipends with as 
little compunction as a miller takes toll: 
from a grist. For one, I wish not ta: 
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partake of the fruits of such men’s Jy. 
bour. A bad tree cannot produce good 
ruit. While I believe the scriptures, 
and that the favour of heaven and the 
gifts of God cannot be purchased with 
money, [ am under no apprehensions 
that my withholding contributions to 
encourage a corrupt order of men in 
making merchandise of the gospel will 
be charged to my infidelity. The best 
evidence which a man can give of pure 
and undefiled religion, 1s, to be indif. 
ferent with respect to the opinion of 
the world concerning him, prompted 
as it is, by pride and sinister motives, 
and to act solely in reference to that 
Being who knows the secrets of all 
hearts. 

The stigma and reproach which the 
clergy and their friends would gladly 
inflict on any one who withstands their 
authority and exactions, has its origin 
and incentive in temporal views. It is 
no matter what pretensions they may 
make, or name assume, while their con- 
duct manifests their purpose and inten- 
ltions. My belief is that the hope of 
these men in futurity cannot be thought 
an enviable one; the general tenor of 
divine revelation goes to assure us that 
if they seek and receive the favours 
and applause of this world, they msk 
an eternal inheritance in a better. Mo- 
ney, honour and distinction, being the 
chief objects of pursuit among the 
clergy, if they could not attain these 
by preaching, we should see them aim 
to do it by other means. The tree 1s 
| clearly known then by its fruit. If they 
| do not choose to be governed by the 
precepts of the New Testament, whick 
enjoin humility, and even deadness te 
the world, they evidently belong to 4 
kingdom in opposition to the kingdom 
of Christ. 

Look, moreover, at the perversions 
of Scripture by the clergy and thei 
advocates, for the purpose of founding 
and propagating systems and doctrines 
for their own aggrandizement. Every 
sort of construction is given to enable 
them to bend the Scriptures to they 
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ewn views and wishes. A departure || 
from the simple worship of God ac- 
eording to the plain tenor and clear 


injunctions of Scripture has made way, 


for the Man of Sin. An attempt is) 
now making to produce a uniformity 
of sentiment and feeling among cor- 
rupt professors, —and this is furthered | 
by all or most of the leading sects giv 
ing their power and interest to the 
kingdom of the beast: but its throne 
is shaken, and the kingdom 1s filled 
with darkness, which makes them gnaw 
their tongues for pain. This, more- 
over, causes them to labour with in- 
creasing activity and zeal to fortify and ;, 
defend it with all the power, riches, | 
eloquence and learning which they can 
command. 

Through a long succession of ages it 
has been the business of kings, priests, 
and their dignitaries to delude the great 
body of mankind, and to trample them 
under foot. The mystery of iniquity 
began to display itself at an early pe- 
riod of the christian church, when the 
spirit of pride, and the love of power 
and riches began to predominate among 
the christian brethren. Discords, sects, | 
and heresies next arose to distract and | 
divide the church. Sect arrayed itself |; 
against seet, until each seitled down 
into a worldly spirit, and exhibited all 
the pomp, eloguence and learning pos- | 
sible, to command respect and receive 
attention. ‘The spirit and principles 
thus early planted have been cherished 
aid strengthened ever since. To aid} 
and encourage them in this day, the 
most profound study of the original lan- 
guages, as to the derivation of words, |, 
hee dialects, &c. must be employed. 
Commentators, both ancient and mod- 
ern, must be referred to, consulted, and 
compared; and astronomy, mathema- 
tics, natural and moral philosophy, his- 
tory, &c. &c. must be thoroughly at- 
tained—And for what? To under- 
stand the simple doctrines of the Gos- 
pel contained in a small octavo volume, 
as though it was intended only for a 
privileged order, who are to be main- 








eee 


tained in style and dignity for reveal- 
ing its secrets and blessings to the rest 
of mankind. Is this preaching the sim- 
ple gospel of Jesus Christ in the words 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth, or 
''in the words which man’s wisdom 
i teacheth ? 

| That gospel which was first preach- 
‘ed and propagated by unlearned and 
unlettered fishermen, and made plain 
and intelligible to babes and sucklings, 
though hid from the wise and prudent 
of this world, wants not the aid of hu- 
| man power and ingenuity. Those whom 
our Lord instructed and sent forth to 
f | preach his gospel, “said none other 
things than those which the prophets 
‘and Moses did say should come.’ 
They then wanted not to be endued 
| with the human power and wisdom we 
Ihave been speaking of; nor is it now 
necessary to go the whole round of the 
| sciences to know how to preach Jesus 
| Christ and him crucified. ‘To suppose 
that the whole circle of the sciences 
‘must be gone through in order to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
‘when he himself made choice of un- 
learned and unlettered men to promul- 
‘gate it, is the highest absurdity. Paul, 
one of the most learned and accom- 
plished scholars, was, after his conver- 
‘sion, the most pointed to declaim 
‘against the excellency of speech or of 
'man’s wisdom to declare the testimony 
| of God. He discarded the use of both 
learning and money for the purposes 
of spreading the gospel. The clergy 
of this day require both, and dispense 
their religious favours, particularly to 
the rich and great, in proportion to 
the reward they expect from them. 

| Heresies first originated among the 
| Jewish Scribes and doctors, avd hea- 
ithen philosophers; and Arianism was 
preached at the first Christian school 
jin Alexandria. In the controversies 
which arose to maintain the dogmas 
which were set up between the Chris- 
eee sects and heathen philosophers, 
ithe former resorted to human learning 
for defence. The ministers of the gos~ 
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pel were thus required to be learned, 
and preaching became, as now in the 


United States, a mere trade, like law | 


and physic. When carnal weapons and 
the wisdom of words were used for de- 
fending the christian religion, instead 
of the word of faith, it degenerated in- 
to a science,—and the gospel has ever 
since been corrupted by the doctrines 
and commandments of men. 
atre of action has been constantly ex- 
tending, and has become so enlarged 
by the conflicting views and doctrines 
of different sects, who disregard the 
simplicity of the gospel, that all the 
jesuitical establishments of former days, 
and the theological seminaries of the 


present day, have grown out of it. All| 


the fashionable churches, so called, 
throughout the country and the world, 
are nothing else than schools of human 
learning and philosophy, and temples 
of idolatry 
thoughtless multitudes are attracted in 
all the splendour of attire, for the pur- 
pose of carnal gratification. If this 
does not constitute the essence of in- 
fidelity and deism, notwithstanding a 
nominal or pretended adherence to 
christianity, | do not understand the 
import of the words. 
A VIRGINIAN. 


For the Reformer. 

{Communicated from the state of N. York.) 

I am glad to find that you have ad- 
mitted to the columns of the Reform- 
er some pro’s and con’s, if only on an 
old controversy ——The advocate for the 
sanctification of the first day of the 
week, will no doubt be much applaud- 
ed by the clergy on that side of the 


question for the stale arguments and! 


probabilities of his laboured communi- 
cation. 

It were to be wished that they 
would also preach against profaning 
any of the other days of the week by 
themselves or others. Rumour says 
that several of these self-styled rever- 
end divines have been guilty of /odbying 


The the- | 


to which the gay and || 


for funds, as will seem to appear by | 


) ae 
{the following extract from the Ney 
| York Courier of Ist April. 

** More than half a million of dollars ha. 
been paid into the treasury of New Yo: 
from lotteries, since 1801, and been ap. 
| propriated to the endowment of colleges, 
charitable and pious institutions, the edy. 
| cation of children, and public improve. 
| ments.” 
| Now this “ doing evil that good may 
i'come’? by such characters, has done 
more harm to the bulk of the commu. 
‘nity, than all their sermons about sanc. 
 tifying the Sabbath ever has or ever 
| will do good. The sanction given by 
|the clergy to raise funds by lotteries 
| (the receiver is as bad as the thief, is 
jan old proverb) has been as the letting 





bers of water—It has encouraged a 
spirit of speculative kind of gambling 
i that flows through the veins and ar. 
teries, and corrupts the morals of old 
and young, rich and poor, black and 


white. ea. i. 


For the Reformer. 
During the past year I have read 
;several numbers of the Reformer, and 
approve of its object, believing it well 
calculated to call the attention of men 
to ancient christianity, in opposition to 
the fashionable religion of the day in 
which we live. The attentive observer 
of the present appearance of christian- 
jity in the world, who carefully com- 
_pares that appearance with the original 
draft of that religion in the New [es- 
lenment, clearly perceives the scriptures 
| fulfilled by a general apostacy from the 
faith once delivered to the saints; and 
ithat the various classes of men now 
'| bearing the christian name are envelop- 
ed in the bewildering fog of a vain su- 
perstition. The people of our coun- 
try through the good providence of 
God, possess the Scriptures of Truth, 
| which are as a burning and shining 
light, bringing life and immortality to 
\ light, and altogether sufficient through 
| faith, without human aid, for the grand 
| purpose of man’s salvation. But among 
us, as in all the world called christian, 
a body of men have sprung up, who, 
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under the garb of christian teachers, 
with a view to their own worldly 
emolument, have imposed false glosses 
upon the scriptures and thereby great- 
ly obscured their native lustre—yea, 
almost extinguished the clear light of 
divine truth, reflected by ‘the written 
word, anc substituted in its stead the 
ignis fatuus of their own teaching. 
T hese men arrogate to themselves the 
high character of | Christ’s ambassadors, 
hold themselves up as solely possessing 
the requisite qualifications of gospel 
preache ss, and as exclusively vested 
with the right of interpreting the scrip- 
tures and declaring the mind of God 
to men—Yea, to such a pitch of arro- 
gice have they arrived as to place 
their own productions, called sermons, 
composed in the words of man’s wis- 
dom, not only on a level with the scrip- 
tures, but above the written word of 
God, as more efficacious in the convic- 
tion and conversion of sinners. 

A remarkable instance of this may 
be seen in the Assembly’s Catechism, 
a production which in the minds of a 
great proportion of modern religion- 
ists, possess an authority equal to the 
scriptures themselves. To the ques- 
tion, —** How does the word become 
effectual to salvation,” the answer is, 
“ The spirit of God maketh the read- 
ing, but especially the preaching of the 
word an effectual means of convincing 
aad converting sinners.”? Here the 
preaching of the clergy is expressly 
set above the reading of the inspired 
scriptures, as being a more especial 
mean of salvation. And the universal 
practice of modern professors clearly 
evinces that there is no one dogma of 
their creed on which they rely with 
more unshaken confidence than this— 
that the preaching of their ministers 
is the special appointed mean for the 
conviction and conversion of sinners, 
aed more effectual to salvation than 
any other. It is manifest to every ob- 
server that the grand thing in view 
among all classes of religiontsts in at- 
tending what is called public worship, 


SSE == 
is to hear the preaching of the minis- 
ter, as though the reading of the 
scriptures constituted no part of that 
worship. And if at any of their reli- 
gious assemblies there happens to be 
no clergyman at hand to entertain 
them with his preaching, they will 
substitute a printed discourse of some 
popular preacher, in place of the scrip- 
tures, by which they show conclusive- 
ly their most dec ided preference of the 
words of the teaching of man’s wis- 
dom above the teaching of the oracles 
ofetruth. Now, under these circum- 
stances, while the teachers inculcate, 
and their deluded votaries believe, that 
their preaching is more effectual to sal- 
vation than the preaching of the in- 
spired prophets and apostles, we can- 
not be surprised that there should be 
so little private examination of the 
scriptures, and that the influence of 
the clergy should be so powerful and 
extensive. ‘hough this state of things 
may seem to present a gloomy prospect 
to the mind of the christian whose un- 
derstanding has been opened to discern 
the clear light of truth shining in the 
scriptures, yet it presents no ground 
of despondency, ‘for there is good 
ground to hope and expect, that the 
same truth shaking off the load heap- 


ed upon it, may yet march erect, arm- 











ed in its own power, fearless of oppo- 
‘sition, and make its way as fast, and 
las far, as its high destiny requires.’’ 
For thus saith the Lord by the pro- 
phet, “So shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not re- 
turn uuto me void, but it shall accom- 
| plish that which I please, and it shall 
| prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it.”” And the scriptures assure us that 
the kingdom which the clergy have 
erected for themselves, and which has 
been introduced by all power and sigus 
and wonders of a lie, shall be consum- 
ed by the spirit of the Lord’s mouth, 
and destroyed by the brightness of his 
coming W. 
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For the Reformer. 
THE CATECHISM THE WORD OF 
GOD. 

A young person in the vicinity of 
my residence, who is deprived of hear- 
ing, was sent to the Asylum of the 
Deaf and Dumb in Philadelphia. On 
his return home, he showed the people 
how he could write and converse with 
them by writing. His attainment did 
himself honour, and convinced me that 


such an institution was worthy of pac | 


tronage. But, to my astonishment, I 


found that human creeds had been #m- | 
A respectable gentle- | 
man of the Presbyterian order, asked | 
him in writing whether they taught , 
He! 
wrote many things respecting Christ, | 
and among other things he wrote, “ He | 


posed on him. 


him religion. He answered yes. 


j the instructor ] teaches us the Catechism 
which is the word of God.’? Now, whe- 
ther the instructor designedly imposed 


on this pupil or not, I do not know. | 
If it was through inadvertency, he- 


ouyht to be careful in future that his 
pupils correctly understand that the 
catechism is the opinions of men and not 
the word of God; and not send them 
out from under his care with wrong 
instruction; but, if it was designedly 
done, it is abominable. Cyxit. 





For the Reformer. 


{Communicated from Massachusetts.]} 


Mr. Editor, —There is a similarity | 
of expression and ideas between per- 


sons taught by the same teacher, in 
spiritual as well as in natural things. 
So far as men are inspired with a true 
understanding of the nature and fitness 
of things, they will speak the same 
things, and see objects in the same 
light. ‘True knowledge of spiritual 
things ever did and ever will proceed 
from that spirit which searcheth all 
things, yea the deep things of God; 
and as this spirit is eternally the same, 
it cannot manifest truths of an oppo- 
site nature to the children of men. 
So far as men write or speak from an 
understanding received from God, it 














St 
will be in perfect uniscn with all thar 
was ever written or spoken in the same 
way. 

An article in a late number of the 
Reformer, from the pen of William 


| Andrews, (a person I never heard of 


before) tended to confirm the belief 
that has of late rested on my mind, 
viz. that persons in different parts of 
the globe, without any knowledge of 
each other, are beginning to see the 
same things, and feel the same divine 
truths; evincing that they are taught 
by one and the same invisible teacher, 
even the Spirit of Truth, that goides 
into all truth and out of a!l error, 
Upon this rock will the church yet 
become ‘clear as the moon, bright as 
the sun, and terrible as an army with 
hanners,’’—while the people will rage 
and priests imagine a vain thing. 
Volumes are yearly printed descrip. 
tive ot what is termed revivals of reli. 
gion ii the earth, but by the by, they 
'prove revivals to nothing but. secta- 
rism The spark of divine life some. 
times kindled, in many is soo crushied 
beneath the power and the wisdom of 
man, for the want of a right under. 
‘standing that in the gospel dispensa- 
‘tion there is but one teacher—*“ the 
| power and the wisdom of God.’’ Many 
sincere minds for the want of this 
knowledge, begin in the spirit and end 
in the flesh, and thus reap corruption, 
instead of life and peace divine. O 
may the Lord hasten on a true revival 
of religion in the earth. A. P. S. 


| 








THE POPE ALARMED. 


The London New Monthly Magazine for 
March, contains the following letter from 
Rome, under date of January 4, 1826. 


The universal jubilee has terminated, 
and his Holiness has published a Bull 
on the occasion. This official docu- 
ment signed at St. Peter’s at Rome, 
bears date the 25th of last month, the 
third year of the pontificate of Leo the 
Twelfth. Facts anterior to this, though 
of rather recent date, contribute to in- 





crease the uneasiness felt by the all-wise 
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will be convinced by the following ex- 


provident ‘Romans Of this you 


tracts. All impartial minds must be 
now satisfied that there is a project 
ripened into maturity, the object of 
which is to organize a real crusade 
against the friends of prevailing ideas, 
and to evoke the auto da fe against 
works of genius; to persecute the liber- 
ty of the press in every quarter, and to 
guarantee a profane * encroachment” 
on the temporal power. In fact, we 
ar here alarmed at the direction which 
government wishes to give tothe march 
of the religious and political affairs of 
all nations, by utteriug threats, with 
iesuitical address, against the rights 
aud indep: ndence of Princes, as well as 
against the prerogatives of civil author- 
ity. In fine, the following will make 
you feel with new force, the blows of 
that sword, the handle of which is at 
Rome, but the edge every where:— 
«“ Above all, exert your whole efforts,’’ 
says the Bull of his Holiness to the 
Catholic Clergy, “to keep the faith- 
ful from poisoned food, which is every 
where treacherously offered to them for 
their destruction; discover the snares 
concealed in every direction, and put 
the people on their guard against the 
infamous torrent of so much error, and 
arainst the impious doctrines of so ma- 
ny perverse men. And if perchance 
you meet with those deluded men, who 
endure not sound doctrine, but shut 
their ears against truth to open them 
to fables,—thunder, and do not stop 
till Christ, by you and in you, may 
reign every where, and triumph over 
all things. Be not terrified by the 
number, malice and fury of your ene- 
mies. Above all, use the greatest vigi- 
lance, and most perseverir ¢ care, that 
you may expel from among your flocks 
so many impious, impure, and pestilen- 
tial books, which the infernal enemy 
of human nature has vomited forth on 
all sides with an incredible inundation. 
It is extremely afflicting to all good 
men to see that this pestilence of books 
kot only perverts manners, but even 





saps the foundation of faith, and injures 
and overturns the dogmas of our holy 
religion. Grasp theretore, animated with 
one mind and the same sentiments— 
grasp the sword of faith, and cover 
yourselves with its shield, in order to 
repulse the envenomed arrows of an 
active and fierce enemy—fight as he- 
rees. Entertain no apprehension but 
‘that our most beloved children in Je- 
sus—all Catholic Kings and Princes— 
‘may declare themselves decidedly for 
you. In fact, the greatest number of 
‘thet® have addressed to us devout and 
-humble supplications that the Jubilee 
might be extended into the kingdom 
|| and jurisdiction of each of them. It is 
|\impossible but that they will rejoice in 
seeing you seconded with zeal in every 
‘thing necessary to attain that salutary 
end, and exert themselves to assist yon 
‘in the holy work by the aid of their 
authority. No Prince is ignorant that 
It is written: ‘there is no power which 
-proceedeth not from God;’ and again, 
‘by me let Kings reign, and legisla- 
‘tors determine what is just, by me let 
. Princes command, and the powerful 
decide with justice.’ They dissemble 
not, and the experience of latter times 
has shown to them evidently, that the 
| cause of the Church and the cause of 
Princes, are but one and the same cause 
identified, because we shall never ren- 
der to Cxsar what is due to Cesar, if 
above all we do not faithfully render to 
'God what is due to God.” It adds, 
“You are surrounded by a crowd of 
false prophets, who, under the deceit- 
ful appearance of piety, try to destroy 
virtue. They affect to destroy abuse 
ae superstition, while they exert them- 
‘selves to overturn completely all the 
foundations of religion, and they in- 
vite you to liberty and to shake off the 
lyoke of Princes. Reject far from you 
all sorts of impious books, because 
they represent the golden cup of the 
Babylonians—a cup full of all sorts of 
abominations, in which a mortal poisoa 
is given to the imprudent to drink. 
Feel no repugnance to imitate the faith 
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and example of the first Christians, who || was purchased by one Enoch Freema, 


intrusted to the apostles ‘ to be cast in- | who is also living. There are sever! 
to the fire’ all the books which they | others who witnessed the sale; as alg, 


could meet with containing vain and 
fallacious doctrines.’’ 





BARBAROUS LEGISLATION. 


The following is the amendment on 
the law of sacrilege, lately adopted in 
the French Chamber of Peers. I. The 
profanation of the sacred vessels shall 
be punished with death, if it has been 
accompanied by the two following cir- 
cumstances: Ist. If the sacred ve@sels 
contained, at the moment of the crime, 
the consecrated elements. 2nd. If the 
profanation is committed publicly— 
when it iscommitted in a public place, 
and in presence of several persons. IT. 
The profanation of the sacred vessels | 
shall be punished by perpetual hard la. |} 
bour, when not accompanied by one of | 
the two cirenmstances stated in nd 





preceding article. ILf. The profana- 
tion of the consecrated elements, com-| 
mitted publicly, shall be punished with | 
death, The execution shall be pre- 
ceded by the amende honorable of the | 
condemued person, before the principal 
church of the place where the crime | 





shall have been committed, or of the | 
place where the Court of Assize sits. | 
"The amendment proposed by the Count | 
de Bastard, and seconded by the Vis- | 
count de Chateaubriand, and which | 
was rejected by a majority of 108 voices } 
agaiust 104, was as tollows: “ The pro- |) 
fanation of the sacred vessels is punish- || 
ed by hard labour for a limited time. | 
The profanation of the sacred elements | 
is punished by hard labour for life.” 
The entire law was adopted by the) 
chamber, by a majority of 127 to 92. | 
sali 
[From the Christian Intelligencer. } 
LAW RELIGION. 

A man is now living in Westbrook, | 

[ Mass.]} by the name of Adam Bar-| 
bour, who had his large Bidbie sold at, 
auction, in the time of the Revolution, | 
(while the town was called Falmouth) 





to pay ministerial taxes. The holy book 


of his saddle, which was sold at th. 
same time. 

Another man in this town, by th. 
name of John Millett, was prosecuted 
for having been absent from public 
worship for four Sundays. But he gor 
the fine remitted, by proving that he 
could not attend, and be decent o; 
comfortable; for his only coat had been 
previously attached and sold to pay his 
minister tax. As Millett was a very 
poor man, the court decided that he 
should be excused from a fine and have 
his coat returned, provided he would 
attend church ! 

Would it not be well to have these 
facts transmitted to posterity as a so. 
lemn warning to those who are lusting 
after a law religion ? 





PRIZE ESSAYS. 

In the Boston Recorder &F Telegraph 
of April 7th, is the following para- 
graph : 

“It was highly gratifying to all the 
friends of Christ, that when a premium 
of fifty dollars was offered for the best 


| written Tract on the duty of profes- 


sors of religion to consecrate their pro- 
perty to the spread of the Gospel, for- 
ty-five able pens began to move, and a 
lract was produced that will compel 
every candid reader to acknowledge it 
his duty to give according to his means, 
however reluctant he may be to com- 
ply.” 


- 


A premium for such a tract may be 
truly said to be giving away money for 


| the purpose of obtaining a larger quan- 


tity. How much is sad, and writer, 
and done, in this day, to get property 
and funds to spread the Gospel. Ded 
Christ or the Apostles’ resort to this 
method to spread the Gospel; or have 
the truly pious ever done it in any age 
of the world? Every enlightened chris- 
tian must know that any thing else ra- 
ther than the christian religion will be 
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promoted by such monied and mercena- | 
ry schemes. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN VIRGINIA. 

The Synod of Virginia, in present- 
ing to the churches under their care a 
view of the state of Religion within 
their limits during the past year, ob- 


cause of humiliation and sorrow. Few 
similar periods of time,’’ say they, 
“have elapsed since the organization 
of this body, in which they have not 
been permitted to record more numer- 
ous and greater triumphs of divine 
grace, than have been witnessed during 
the year now under review. And a 
number of new churches, which not 
long ago were blessed with revivals of 
religion, appear to have sunk into a 
state of lamentable coldness and insen- 
sibility. This fact is so remarkable, 
and indeed occurs so frequently, that 
the Synod cannot help suggesting to 
the members of their body and the 
churches committed to their oversight, 
the importance of a serious and careful 
inquiry into its cause. An increase of 
true piety and christian knowledge, 
such as may reasonably be expected in 
a real revival of religion, certainly does }| 
not produce the deplorable effects ad- 
verted to: nor ought it to be looked || 
for from the addition of new converts | 
to the church. But, whatever may be 
the cause, the fact is unquestionable, 
that a powerful excitement on the sub- 
ject of religion rarely takes place, with- 
out a subsequent decline of piety, and 
a degree of insensibility proportioned || 
to the warmth of feeling before pro- 
duced. It is frequent, too, for jea- |, 
lousies, divisions, and dissentions to 
ereep into churches, where, not long | 
before, all appeared to be full of love, 
joy, and holy zeal—Thus Religion 
incurs reproach, the name of Christ is 
dishonoured, and a stumbling block is 
thrown in the way of unbelievers. Suf- 
ficient evidence of these melancholy 
truths has been afforded, to render the || 
inquiry suggested necessary; aud to 











malignity of the motive. 














make it the duty of the Synod to cau- 
tion the churches ayainst these evils.’’ 


The Editor of the Evangelical Wit- 


‘ness, in remarking on this statement, 


observes: 


“We admire the honesty of this 
southern Synod, in this candid and 


: faithful exhibition of the whole truth. 
* ow 66 . . 
serve, that they “ find more than usua | We have long witnessed ¢ the’ deplora- 


| ble effects adverted to,’ 


as followin 
the revivals in religion in this northern 
region of our country, and we could 
easily verify it in our own immediate 
neighbourhood. The truth in this 
business is, the feelings are excited, 
and the passions fanned into a flame, 
while the judgment remains unenlight- 
ened.”’ 


=_-— 


THE MORAL VALUE OF AN 
ACTION, 

The degree of virtue in a given ac- 
tion should be universally-estimated by 
the supposed excellence of the motive. 
Also the degree of vice should be esti- 
mated by the supposed meanness or 
‘The same 
external act may be either more or less 
virtuous, more or less vicious, or per- 


i fectly indifferent, and destitute of all 


moral quality, in exact proportion to 
the moral value of the motive. As for 
Instance, a person delivers his purse in- 
‘to the hands of another. It is required 


‘to determine the moral value of the ac- 


es 
. It was a child delivering up his 


cops ; it was an idiot, or lunatic, part- 


jing with that, the value of which it 


was incapable of judging. Reasoa 
was wanting; the action has no moral 
quality. 

2. It was yielded to superior force. 


| Volition is wanting, and consequently 


moral quality. 

3. It was given voluntarily, but with- 
out inclination or design, good or bad; 
it was the act of pure free will. The 
supposition is impossible; but if true, 
the action wanting motive, would be 
destitute of moral quality. 

4. It was delivered as a bribe for the 
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commission of a crime. "The motive is 
dete stable and the action proportionally 
vicious. 

5. It was the promised reward of a 
crime committed. The motive is still 
base and the action is vicious, though 
perhaps not in so great a degree. 

6. It was delivered to a highwayman 
under the impression of terror. The 
motive is innocent; the action is neither 
virtuous nor vicious. 

7. It was the payment of a just 
debt. ‘The motive is virtuous; the ac- 
tion laudable. 

8. It was given to charity, but from 
a morive of ostentation. The motive is 
contemptible and such likewise is the 
action. 

9. It was given from compassion, 
but withour discretion. The motive is 
moderately good, and the action pro- 
portionally such. 

10. It was given by benevolence un- 
der the direction of prudence. The 
dignity of the action rises with the 
dignity of the motive. 

11. It was the gift of benevolence, 
guided by discretion, and animated 
with piety. 

"This combination of the best motives 
constitutes the action in the highest 
degree virtuous. 

Pinnock’s Mental Philosophy. 


REFLECTIONS. 
From a Cincinnati paper. 

‘Ministers exhort to a contempt 
of riches, of glory, of pride, of plea- 
sure, of personal decorations and indul- 
gences; and while they thus exhort, 
they are clad in purple and fine linen— 
they ascend pulpits upon steps covered 
with carpets, and sustain themselves by 
winding mahogany hand rails—they 
kneel and rest their arms upon cushions 
covered with scarlet damask—a vault- 
ed roof is their canopy, and the music 
of the organ delighteth their senses. 
They cry aloud, riches are vain—and 
demand contributions of money. They 
condemn personal decorations, and lift 
wp their arms clad in rich vesture, with 


ee 
ee 


| decorations of white linen around the: 
necks. They enlarge upon the yin 
of indulging appetites, and hasten 1, 
| dine upon roast meats with gravies ap 
‘| spices !”” 


POPULATION OF CITIEs. 


The following curious statistical a¢. 
count is given in the Cassel Almanack 
for the year 1826—The 100 most po- 
pulous cities on the globe are—Jeddo, 
in Japan, 1,680,000; Pekin, 1,500,. 
000; London, 1,274,000; Hans-Ischen, 
1,100,000; Calcutta, 900,000; Ma. 
dras, 817,000; Nankin, 800,000; Con. 
'go Ischen, 800,600; Paris, 717,300; 
|'Wuts Chani, 600,000; Constantino. 
ple, 597,800; Benares, 530,000; Kio, 
| 520,726; Su Ischen, 500,000; Houng 
| Ischen, 500,000, &c. The fortieth on 
‘the list is Berlin, containing 193,000, 
and the last Bristol, 87,800. Among 
ithe 100 cities three contain more thay 
a million; nine from half a million to 
one million; 23 from 200,000 to 500,. 
000; 56 from 1 to 200,000; six from 
'87 to 100,000. Of these 100 cities 
|58 are in Asia, and 32 in Europe, of 
'which 4 are in Germany, & in France, 
5 in Italy, 8 in England, 3 in Spain; 
5 in Africa, and 5 in America. 








(From the Examiner, printed at Auburn, 
New York.) 
BLASPHEMY! 

As an evidence of the “ ravings of 
fanaticism and roaring of superstition” 
so prevalent among a certain few In 
this place, we give publicity to the fol- 
lowing statement of facts, of the truth 
of which we assure the public that tes- 
timony can be adduced by two respect- 
able witnesses. 

A Mr. Hornell, a student in the 
theological seminary, lately visited 4 
young lady of this village, for whose 
“soul”? he expressed great concern. 
After the usual interrogatories, by 
‘which he ascertained she was not 4 
prprecr of religion, he told her “ if 
she did not repent that night she would 
certainly be damned!” He conde: 


’ 
| 
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scended, however, to allow her two|lit, said he, no person is expected to 
minutes to reflect upon the subject and|jcome at that time without a ’leven- 
tecide upon her fate. The two minutes |} penny-bit in his pocket. H. 


expired, and the lady not having mace}) 4... « Dy.” had better been dream- 


election, this long-faced hypocrite |}. . : } 
— aie as ong ee PKS er ng ag “id of er gon pha ogy 
Wi 4 : . j;and the world of spirits, than to have 
wretch ve -aven is this : : 
— a — et on expressed himself in such a manner on 
ynstant “ } 8 yp y: such a delicate subject. Ut is an old pro- 
are eternally damned. verb, that “beggars should not be 


SALE OF PEWS. choosers,”’ or take it upon themselves 
to dictate how much or what sort of 
(From the Boston Recorder of March 31.] doin thai the given hak Be the pre- 
The sale of pews in the new meet-'jsent instance the “ Rev. Dr.’ fairly 
ing house, Hanover street, took place || outraged this good old maxim, and the 
on Monday last. The whole number | result was as might have been expect- 
of pews, above and below, is 166— | ed—few, if we are rightly informed, 
which were valued in the aggregate’ attended to hear the “ sacred music,’’ 
(four only being reserved) at 36,000 and the amount collected was but 
dollars. On the above day 82 pews, small 
were sold, at an aggregate of 23,674 | If the “ Dr.’ continues so inflexi- 
dollars, including 1279 dollars over and | ble about having ’leven-penny-bits, he 
above the valuation thereon, being the | may be served as another * Reverend” 
amount paid for the privilege of choice I preacher in this city was some time 
The highest premium bid was 105 dol- | since. In taking round the bags for col- 
lars, upon a pew valued at 450 dollars. |, lection, the deacons discovered an un- 
Twelve pews valued at the same rate, | usual quantity of bright pieces thrown 
were all chosen in the early part of the’ in, and heard the animating sound as 
sale. Of the remaining 80 pews, valued ‘they jingled together. This induced 
at 13,605 dollars, several have since |'them to think they had been very suc- 
been applied for and purchased at the |'cessful on the occasion, when lo! on 

















rate of valuation. emptying out the contents of their 
[We read of no sale of pews in the ‘money bags, Ea found they had been 
New Testament. ] ‘gathering bits of tin cut to a suitable 





size to resemble silver currency. 
| 
COMMUNICATION. | Since writing the above remarks, the 


Ais utente comsedh of snaiah wedi te following has been received through the 
this city, the Rev. Dr. Ely gave notice medium of the post office. 


that the music would be repeated on Mr. E ditor—Within the last month 
the following Monday evening, when |' there was a famous concert held in the 
a Missionary sermon would be preach- | Rev. Dr. Ely’s church—for what pur- 
ed, and a collection taken up to aid pose I did not learn.—Before the au- 
the funds. He requested that those |' dience dispersed, the Doctor informed 
who could give cents only would stay |'them that a sermon would be preached 
away and not occupy the seats of those |'on the following Monday evening for 
who could give silver—for, said he, we | the benefit of the missionary cause, if I 
“ave too many cents in our bags on all } understood aright. In his address he 
sccasions. He should be glad of quar-}| made use of words to the following ef- 
ter dollars, half dollars, or even dollars; | fect— You that cannot bring a ’leven- 
but, said he, every person coming on| penny-bit had better stay away to make 
that occasion is expected to give at; room for those who can.” A pretty 
east twelve aud a half cents. 1 repeat! impertinent remark in my opinion, and 
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| certainly gained him no credit with the | gold i is ‘changed . They ico 
i ay thinking part of his audience. the grand object of those who jz 
Rew An AupiTor. undertaken to be their giudes, whom 
they have reverenced and almost ador.a 
For the Reformer. as patterns of piety and disinte: etted 
Mr. Editor,x—Your readers will re-|} benevolence, is wealth; and Witness 
collect that some time since notice was ||some of the means by which it is ac. 
taken in the Retormer of the Maumee |! quired. Is it any wonder then that al] 
Mission in the State of Ohio. The j|sense of moral obligation is lost in the 
| friends of that mission, alarmed, and | shoreless and fathomle ‘SS Ocean of the 
fearful that the public impressions] fashionable religion of the times? For 
might be such as to dry up the sources || it has puzzled wiser heads than we cap 
; of contribution, in order to prepare the |jexpect to find among the natives, to 
public mind for another milking of the || discover the moral difference between 
goats, traversed the northern counties ||robbing people of their property by 
of Ohio, exhibiting a pious young|| false pretences or by theft. The laws 
squaw belonging to the mission school, j| correct the latter, while the former be- 
‘ who doubtless was selected as a speci-|j}ing fostered by the superstition and 
men of the success of the undertaking, || folly of the weaker part of communi. 
to convince the minds of the wavering || ty, is vastly more extensive and delete. 
of the importance of patronising its || rious in its effects. 
further prosecution. She was attend- Here we see the result of one of 
ed by a suitable train of the clergy and|/those popular projects for civilizing 
their satellites. Much parade accom-|/and christianizing the heathen, which 
panied the exhibition, and it was con-||/ has cost our simple but well meaning 
fidently expected that it would not be || citizens not much short of 20,000 dol- 
long before the friends of missions || lars for this single establishment; and 
would be called on to aid the cause of || years of painful labour and _privation 
the Lord against the mighty. But!/to all those whose disinterested philan- 
contrary to all reasonable calculation a|/thropy induced them to engayé per- 
degree of retiring modesty has been|}sonally in the cause. And here is an- 
: observed, altogether unaccountable un-|! other evidence that our mode of civil- 
: til the secret has at length leaked out. |jizing and christianizing the childreu 
: Her ladyship, who was the priacipal |) of nature has only communicated our 
, : machinery in the drama, belonged to|| vices without mixture, which has i 
3 : the lightfingered gentry, and had given |) consequence almost exterminated thai 
Sat specimens of her adroitness whenever || unfortunate race. PENN. 
opportunity presented. a — col 
+ We can impute but little blame to! FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
i this dauy hter of the forest when we | The French revolution produced incal 
7 consider her late education. ‘The abo-| sul esngs to that county. i 
: rigines of this country before contract-|| oF th ¢ kingdom was in the hands of the 
ing an acquaintance with the whites, |! clergy; the rest in the hands of the no- 
ey are apparently a most happy people, bility. — Livingston? s speceh. 
: remarkably hospitable, and_ strictly wer A religion in its purity i 
f honest—possessing a sense of honour le ‘very Way calculated to improve mankiné 
and an elevation of mind not surpass- hand make them better; and the circuin- 
‘ ed by those of any nation; but let a/|! stance, that the Indians are generally only 
tii horde of intermeddling priests be in- jm ade worse by the introduction of out 
mnissionaries and their assistants among 
pS troduced among them, and how s00N li them, is a sufficient evidence that they 
Re . are those virtues fatally obscured! lhe ‘possess not genuine but only a spurieu: 
goid becomes dim and the most fine |i chyistiaa.ty. —[Ad. Reformer. 
3s » 
re 











THE REFORMER. 


’ ~4 


a 








Second Street Baptist Church. 


It was mentioned in a late number of the 
Reformer, that there had been a conten- 
ion in the Second Street Baptist Church 
of this city. The ground work of this 
disagreement appears to have been laid 
some years back, when their honest mind- 
ed and independent pastor, Henry Hol- 
combe, came Out in opposition to the 
»ractice of christians engaging in war and 
bloodshed, and endeavoured to show that 
taking the lives of our fellow beings was 
not reconcilable to loving them as our- 
selves, nor consistent with the spirit of the 
gospel. This doctrine, to many of the 
Baptists who considered it thes privilege 
to be allowed to kill their enemies, was 
neither palatable nor popular, while the 
majority of the congregation sided with 
their pastor. From that time an opposition 
was carried on by the war party, more or 
less openly, which did not terminate with 
the death of their worthy and faithful pas- 
tor. After that event, indeed, they took 
a more bold stand; and though quite the 
smallest number, they undertook to have 
the sole rule and management in the 
church. In fact, they aimed to exclude 
the majority from the church, and have all 
its property and immunities themsclves. 
For this purpose they convened a body 
of ministers ike minded with themselves. 
These were denominated a council, and 
this council proceeded among other reso- 
lutions to pass the following:—That the 
acting majority of the Baptist Church in 
Second Street had departed from ** some 
of the important principles in our confes- 
sion of faith,” and that the minority were 
“the legitimate Church, and entitled to 


all the property, rights and immunitics of 


the particular Baptist Church, commonly 
called the First Baptist Church in Phila- 
delplhria.” 

Notwithstanding this bold maneuvre 
and apparent triumph of the war party, 
they were ultimately wholly defeated in 
their designs, and reduced themselves to 
the very condition they thought to bring 
ethers. In the Baptist society, with much 
propriety, a council of ministers have but 
little power. The greatest number of votes 
ineach congregation must decide all dif- 
ferences among them; and in the present 
instance, all the congregation had to do 
Was to call a vote on the matter, which 
resulted in excluding the war party from 
being members of the church, and they 
how meet by themselves. The zeal and 
Perseverance to prove others not to be 
sound in the faith, and to exclude them 
‘rom the church, has terminated in their 


_—— — 


own condemnation and expulsion,—and 
thus they have fallen into the pit which 
they were digging for their more peace- 
able brethren. 

We learn from the last New Vork Tvl- 
escope, that the “‘Right Rev.” Bishop Ho- 
bart, or some of his adherents, have at- 
tempted a prosecution against the Editor 
of that paper, for comparing a splendid 
and costly Episcopal meeting-house, late- 
ly erected in that city, to a theatre, and 
the Bishop and the priest to actors.— 
We think the resemblance a very striking 
one, and admire that the Bishop should 
not have more sense than to get offended 
by the comparison. For our own part, we 
should have no objection to stand in the 
place of the Editor of the T'elescope, and 
let the case come fully before the public, 
in order that priestcraft might be made 
more fully manifest to the people of this 
country. 





THE PRESS. 

The Press is an engine, which, when 
guided by the unerring light of truth, is 
mighty to the pulling down the strong 
holds of error, and of establishing the 
civil and religious liberties of man on a 
| basis not easily to be shaken. It was with 
| this instrument, guided by the hght of rea- 
'son and revelation, that Luther made the 
{Papal power, which had subjugated all 
Europe to its domain, tremble to its cen- 
j tre; and gave priestly domination a defeat 
\from which it can never recover. And it 
lis, perhaps, by this engine, at no distant 
day, that every species of usurpation, su- 
| perstition, and error, with sects and par- 
li ties, is destined to be overthrown, to rise 
ino more for ever. | Late paper. 











Decline of Superstition.—The number 
.of pilgrims which visited Rome in 1750, 
‘when a jubilee was proclaimed, was, at 
| the opening of the Holy Gate, 1400, and in 
the week which followed Christmas 8400. 
| This year only thirty-six pilgrims attended 
| the opening of the Holy Gate, and but 440 
j arrived during the ensuing week. [There 
\ are still too many.] 





| (From the Buffalo (N.Y.) Gospel Advocate.) 


Axecpote—A pious maiden, somewhat 
‘stricken in years, who is u zealous Bap- 
jtist, in this village, was recently, while 
jher head was loaded with false curls, in- 
\veighing most sharply against worldly 
amusements, vanities, pleasures, Ke. toa 
young school miss whose opinions did not 
fexactly coincide with her own. At length; 
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There is a spint that denies ;' ;, 
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But honours of high heav’n it claims, of sins from the hands of the priest.” 
As tho’ commission’d from its throne, 
Titles of worth and reverend names, 
Such as are due to God alone. 


PROPHECTES. 
Letters from Bucharest sav that the Pro. 
toh ‘cies of \rgothangelos, the first pron 











This is the spirit we behold, eation of which was three centuries ago, 
And proves the Scriptures true, and which were reprinted at Bucharest in 
For its false eg as foretold, 11812, by order of Russia, announced that 
Make merchandise of you; Hh onstuntinople will be taken in 1827. The 
Par as our western wilds extend, 'death of all the F Emperors, down to Alex 
And on our cultur’d plains, lander, is exactly predicted in the mos 
Far as our waving harvests bend, |positive manner by this prophet, as well 
This sordid spirit relens. las the expedition of the French to Mos 
ts harpies are upon the wing, j cow. (U.S. Gazette 
Its banners are unfurl’d, | | The truth or falsehood of the prophecy 
Orations from its temples ring respecting Constantinople will soon be 
The wisdom of the world. known. } 
As it has toil’d for apes past, 
So will it persevere; A Furopean writer, speaking of the 
What treasures has it not amass’d | state of religion in Germany, says: “ Ey- 
To build a kingdom here? erv thing seems to aim at the gradual ex 
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_ ama _— ‘termination of the Protestant faita. 
This kingdom rais’d for antichrist, 


Although the christian name it bear, 
By which all nations are entic’d; 

What strangers to the cross they are. 
This kingdom as its deeds avow, 

If earth], powers refuse to aid, 
By fraud must be supported now, 

And every wily snare 1s laid. 





A new thing under the sun—A meet ne 
house has been sold tn the state of \ow 
York, at the suit of a clergyman, for the 
‘payment of his salary. 





. 
Benevolence—There is far more satistic 
tion in doing than receiving good. To 
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